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" UTTERFLIES��4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � �� � � �SPECIES�OF�BUTTERFLIES�IN�THE�WORLD�AND�NEARLY�� � � �SPECIES

HAVE�BEEN�FOUND�NORTH�OF�- EXICO��! RIZONA�HAS�DOCUMENTED�OVER�� � � �SPECIES��AND�OF�THOSE

AROUND�� � � �SPECIES�BREED�IN�THE�STATE�OR�ARE�REGULAR�VISITORS���/ NE�THIRD�OF�THE�BUTTERFLY�SPECIES�IN

. ORTH�! MERICA�� � � � �SPECIES	�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�WITHIN�� � � �MILES�OF�4UCSON��WHICH�IS�DUE

PRIMARILY�TO�THE�REGION�S�HIGHLY�VARIED�ECOSYSTEMS�AND�UNIQUE�FLORA���

" UTTERFLY�' ARDENING�IN�4UCSON��&OR�ANY�NATURALIST�OR�PLANT�LOVER��BUTTERFLY�GARDENS�ARE�INCREDIBLY

REWARDING�ON�SO�MANY�LEVELS���$EVELOPING�A�GARDEN�THAT�POSSESSES�A�VARIETY�OF�LARVAL�AND�NECTAR

PLANTS�AVAILABLE�AT�DIFFERENT�TIMES�OF�THE�YEAR�CAN�BE�VISUALLY�APPEALING�AND�ALSO�ENSURE�BUTTERFLY

ACTIVITY�THROUGHOUT�THE�YEAR��4HERE�ARE�FEW�SPECIES�OF�PLANTS�IN�WHICH�BUTTERFLIES�ARE�THE�SOLE

POLLINATOR�AND�SO�WHILE�OUR�GOAL�MAY�BE�TO�INCREASE�THE�ABUNDANCE�OF�THESE�BEAUTIFUL�CREATURES�

DEVELOPING�A�BUTTERFLY�GARDEN�WILL�ALSO�INCREASE�THE�NUMBER�OF�POLLINATORS�UNIQUE�TO�THIS�REGION��

�! RIZONA�MILKWEED�IS�A�POPULAR�BUTTERFLY�PLANT��USED�BY�MONARCHS�AND�QUEENS�DURING�THEIR�LARVAL

STAGE�AND�AS�A�NECTAR�PLANT��! �� � � � 
 � � � � �STUDY�OF�� �DIFFERENT�GARDENS�BY�" OB�" EHRSTOCK�SHOWED

THAT�OVER�� � � �SPECIES�OF�POLLINATORS�VISITED�THIS�SPECIES�OF�MILKWEED���5 TILIZATION�OF�THIS�SPECIES�IN

YOUR�GARDEN�WILL�CERTAINLY�BRING�BUTTERFLIES�TO�YOUR�YARD�BUT�WILL�ALSO�BENEFIT�THE�MANY�OTHER

POLLINATORS�WHICH�ARE�CRUCIAL�TO�THE�FLORA�OF�THIS�REGION�

$UE�TO�THE�INCREDIBLE�DIVERSITY�OF�BUTTERFLIES�IN�THIS�AREA��A�GARDEN�WHICH�PROVIDES�ADEQUATE�LARVAL

AND�NECTAR�PLANTS��CAN�PRODUCE�RESULTS�UNLIKELY�IN�ANY�OTHER�METROPOLITAN�CITY��! �GARDEN�IN�3EATTLE

MAY�BE�LUCKY�TO�RECORD�� � 
 � � �SPECIES�IN�AS�MANY�YEARS��WHEREAS�A�SMALL�GARDEN�IN�4UCSON�MAY

SEE�DOUBLE�THAT�NUMBER�IN�� �YEARS��OR�LESS��)N�MY�SMALL�GARDEN�IN�MIDTOWN�4UCSON��)�RECENTLY

RECORDED�MY�� � TH�SPECIES�IN�LESS�THAN�� �YEARS�OF�KEEPING�COUNT��/ VER�THE�PAST�FEW�YEARS��AND�AS

THE�GARDEN�HAS�BECOME�MORE�ESTABLISHED��WE�TYPICALLY�RECORD�AROUND�� � �OR�MORE�SPECIES�PER

YEAR��WHICH�IS�MORE�THAN�THE�NUMBER�OF�SPECIES�FOUND�IN�ALL�OF�THE�5 +�� � � �SPECIES	��3IMILAR

GARDENS�IN�THE�FOOTHILLS�OF�THE�#ATALINA�AND�THE�( UACHUCA�- OUNTAINS�THAT�HAVE�BEEN�MONITORED

FOR�OVER�� � �YEARS��HAVE�RECORDED�WELL�OVER�� � � �SPECIES���
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3WALLOWTAILS�ARE�CHARACTERISTICALLY�LARGE��BRIGHTLY�COLORED��TAILED�BUTTERFLIES��4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � � �SPECIES�WORLDWIDE�WITH�� �
SPECIES�FOUND�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA��HALF�OF�WHICH�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA���0IPEVINE�SWALLOWTAIL�AND�GIANT�SWALLOWTAIL�ARE�THE
MOST�COMMON�SPECIES�AROUND�4UCSON��WITH�BLACK�SWALLOWTAIL�SOMETIMES�FOUND�IN�VEGETABLE�GARDENS���" LACK�SWALLOWTAIL�LARVAL
PLANTS�INCLUDE�PARSLEY��DILL��FENNEL��AND�RUE��4WO
TAILED�SWALLOWTAIL�IS�FOUND�AT�HIGHER�ELEVATIONS�AND�IS�THE�LARGEST�IN�THE�AREA��4HE
TWO
TAILED�SWALLOWTAIL�IS�ALSO�! RIZONA�S�STATE�BUTTERFLY�
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3IZE��� �� �n�� v
$ESCRIPTION��, ARGE��BLACK��TAILED�BUTTERFLY�WITH
IRIDESCENT�BLUE�BLACK�UPPER�HINDWING��4HE�VENTRAL
HINDWINGS�OF�BOTH�SEXES�POSSESS�A�BLUE�IRIDESCENT
SUBMARGINAL�BAND�WITH�A�ROW�OF�SEVEN�BRIGHT�ORANGE
SPOTS��#ATERPILLARS�ARE�BLACK�TO�DEEP�RED�WITH�BRIGHT
ORANGE�OR�RED�TIPPED�PROJECTIONS�RUNNING�DOWN�THEIR
BACKS�
&LIGHT��*AN�TO�. OV��PEAK�EARLY�SPRING�THROUGH�LATE
SUMMER
, ARVAL�0LANTS��! RISTOLOCHIA�WATSONII��7 ATSONgS
DUTCHMANgS�PIPE�SNAKEROOT��3OUTHWESTERN�PIPEVINE	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�INCLUDING
THISTLE��LANTANA��PETUNIAS��VERBENAS��AND�LUPINES�

3IZE��� �n�� v�
$ESCRIPTION��, ARGE��SWALLOWTAIL�BUTTERFLY�WITH�YELLOW�AND�BLACK
MARKINGS��$ORSAL�WINGS�ARE�BLACK�WITH�A�HORIZONTAL�YELLOW�LINE
ACROSS�THE�FOREWINGS��AND�A�DIAGONAL�YELLOW�LINE�ACROSS�THE
HINDWING��4HE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�WINGS�IS�YELLOW�WITH�ACCENTS�OF
BLACK��#ATERPILLARS�ARE�BROWN�WITH�CREAM�WHITE�PATCHES�AND�MIMIC
BIRD�DROPPINGS��
&LIGHT��- ID
&EB�TO�- ID
$EC
, ARVAL�0LANTS��#ITRUS�PLANTS��2UTACEAE�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��6ARIETY�OF�SPECIES�INCLUDING�LANTANA��MILKWEED�
PENSTEMON��BLANKETFLOWER��VERBENA��AND�BUTTERFLY�BUSH��! LSO�TAKES
MINERALS�FROM�WET�SOIL�

���3�D�S�L�O�L�R���F�U�H�V�S�K�R�Q�W�H�V��
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3IZE��� �� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��3MALL��BRIGHT�ORANGE�BUTTERFLY��5 PPER�FOREWING�AND
HINDWINGS�POSSESS�WIDE�BLACK�BORDERS��4HE�UPPER�FOREWING�HAS�A�SMALL�
NARROW�BLACK�SPOT��4HE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�WINGS�VARIES�SEASONALLY��SUMMER
FORMS�ARE�BRIGHT�YELLOW�WITH�BRICK
RED�MARKINGS��WHILE�WINTER�FORMS�ARE
BROWNER�AND�MORE�HEAVILY�MARKED��
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��$ESERT�SENNA��3ENNA�COVESII	��3ENNA�SP�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��. ECTAR�FROM�MANY�SPECIES�OF�FLOWERS�INCLUDING��ASTERS�
MISTFLOWER��PENSTEMON��SALVIA��" IDENS�SPECIES�

�6�/�(�(�3�<���2�5�$�1�* �(
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3IZE���� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��4HIS�IS�THE�SMALLEST�0IERID�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA��)TS�SIZE
AND�FLIGHT�CHARACTERISTICS��LOW�TO�THE�GROUND��USUALLY�� �� �FEET	�ARE
THE�QUICKEST�WAYS�TO�IDENTIFY�THIS�SPECIES��5 PPER�WINGS�ARE�BLACK
AND�YELLOW��WITH�BROAD��BLACK�FOREWING�TIPS�AND�A�BLACK�BAR�ALONG
THE�INNER�MARGIN��4YPICAL�OF�MOST�SPECIES�IN�THIS�FAMILY��DAINTY
SULPHURS�KEEP�THEIR�WINGS�CLOSED�WHEN�PERCHED��4HE�VENTRAL
FOREWING�CAN�HAVE�A�BRIGHT�ORANGE�OR�YELLOW�PATCH�AND�BLACK
SUBMARGINAL�SPOTS��4HE�HINDWING�IS�PALE��YELLOW�AND�MOTTLED�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��, OW
GROWING�PLANTS�IN�THE�ASTER�FAMILY��! STERACEAE	�
ESPECIALLY�DYSSODIA��4HYMOPHYLLA�PENTACHAETA	��" IDENS�SPECIES�
AND�( ELENIUM�SPECIES�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��! STERS��INCLUDING�THOSE�MENTIONED�IN�THE�LARVAL
SECTION�AS�WELL�AS�- ELAMPODIUM�AND�#HRYSOTHAMNUS�

���1�D�W�K�D�O�L�V���L�R�O�H���L�R�O�H��
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&! - ), 9�0)%2)$! %���: �K�L�W�H�V���	 ���6 �X�O�S�K�X�U�V
0IERIDAE�IS�A�RATHER�LARGE�FAMILY�OF�BUTTERFLIES�CONSISTING�OF�OVER�� �� � � �SPECIES�WORLDWIDE��4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � �SPECIES�FOUND�IN
. ORTH�! MERICA��� � �OF�WHICH�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA��7 HITES�AND�SULPHURS�RANGE�IN�SIZE�FROM�SMALL�TO�LARGE�AND�AS�THE
NAME�SUGGESTS�ARE�PRIMARILY�WHITE��YELLOW��OR�ORANGE��AND�MAY�HAVE�SOME�BLACK�MARKINGS��3OME�FORMS�MAY�ALSO�APPEAR�GREEN
AND�POSSESS�PINK�MARKINGS��, ARGE�NUMBERS�OF�THE�SAME�SPECIES�OR�MIXED�SPECIES�CAN�BE�FOUND�AT�PUDDLES�AND�IDENTIFICATION
CAN�BE�DIFFICULT�FOR�BEGINNERS�DUE�TO�THEIR�SIMILARITY��4HE�� �SPECIES�LISTED�BELOW�ARE�THE�MOST�COMMON�AND�WITH�SOME�PRACTICE
SHOULD�BE�EASY�TO�RECOGNIZE��



3IZE��� �� � �n�� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�FOREWING�HAS�A�FAIRLY�DISTINCT�ANGLE�TIP��UNLIKE�THE
ROUNDED�EDGES�OF�OTHER�SULPHURS��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�OF�THE�FOREWINGS
OF�BOTH�SEXES�HAVE�A�YELLOW�ÑDOGgS�HEADÑ�THAT�IS�SURROUNDED�BY
BLACK��4HE�ÑEYEÑ�DOES�NOT�TOUCH�THE�BLACK�BORDER��4HERE�ARE�TWO
SEASONAL�FORMS��UNDERSIDE�HINDWING�OF�WET�SEASON�ÑSUMMERÑ�FORM
IS�YELLOW��THAT�OF�DRY�SEASON�ÑWINTERÑ�FORM�IS�MOTTLED�WITH�BLACK�AND
PINK�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3MALL
LEAVED�PLANTS�IN�THE�PEA�FAMILY��&ABACEAE	
INCLUDING�$ALEA�SPECIES��%YSENHARDTIA�SPESCIES��ANDFALSE�INDIGO
BUSH��! MORPHA�FRUTICOSA	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�MANY�KINDS�OF�FLOWERS�INCLUDING��MILKWEEDS�
VERBENA��COREOPSIS��LANTANA��SALVIA��CLOVER��AND�MISTFLOWER�

�6�2�8�7�+�(�5�1���'�2�* �)�$�&�(
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3IZE��� �� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��5 PPER�WINGS�ARE�YELLOW�TO�ORANGE�WITH�A�WIDE
BLACK�BORDER�AND�DARK�BLACK�CELL�SPOT�AT�THE�TOP�OF�THE
FOREWING��&EMALES�ARE�YELLOW�OR�WHITE�WITH�AN�IRREGULAR�BLACK
BORDER�WITH�LIGHT�SPOTS��4HE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�FOREWING�HAS�A
SMALLER�SILVER�SPOT�BORDERED�IN�BLACK�AND�THE�HINDWING�HAS
ONE�LARGER�SILVER�SPOT�BORDERED�IN�RED�OR�PINK��WITH�A�MUCH
SMALLER�CIRCLE�JUST�ABOVE�IT��
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��0LANTS�IN�THE�PEA�FAMILY��&ABACEAE	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�MANY�KINDS�OF�FLOWERS�INCLUDING�
MILKWEEDS��VERBENA��LANTANA��SALVIA��CLOVER��MISTFLOWER��AND
ASTERS�

���&�R�O�L�D�V���H�X�U�\�W�K�H�P�H��
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3IZE��� �� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SURFACE�OF�THE�MALE�IS�A�LEMON
YELLOW�COLOR�WITH�NO�MARKINGS��4HE�FEMALE�IS�YELLOW�OR
WHITE��OUTER�EDGES�OF�BOTH�WINGS�HAVE�IRREGULAR�BLACK
BORDERS��THE�UPPER�FOREWING�HAS�A�DARK�SPOT�IN�CELL��- ALE
UNDERWINGS�HAVE�FEW�MARKINGS��FEMALES�TYPICALLY�HAVE�TWO
LARGE�PINK
RIMMED�FOREWING�CELL�SPOTS�AND�A�PALE��BROKEN�
POSTMEDIAN�LINE��( INDWING�SHOWS�TWO�SILVER�SPOTS�LOCATED
IN�THE�CENTER��AND�OUTLINED�IN�RED�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3ENNA�SPECIES
. ECTAR�0LANTS��. ECTAR�FROM�MANY�SPECIES�OF�FLOWERS��ASTERS�
MISTFLOWER��SALVIA��AND�" IDENS�SPECIES�

���3�K�R�H�E�L�V���V�H�Q�Q�D�H���P�D�U�F�H�O�O�L�Q�D��
�&�/�2�8�' �/�(�6�6���6�8�/�3�+�8�5



3IZE��� �� �n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�OF�THE�MALE�FOREWING�HAS�A�BLACK
CHECKERED�PATTERN�ON�THE�OUTER�HALF��4HE�FEMALE�S�IS�MORE
HEAVILY�PATTERNED��BUT�MARKINGS�ARE�MORE�BROWN�AND�DIFFUSE�4HE
HINDWING�OF�BOTH�THE�MALE�AND�FEMALE�ARE�WHITE��4HE�UNDERSIDE
OF�MALE�HINDWING�HAS�A�PALE�CHECKERED�PATTERN��WITH�FEMALES
HAVING�YELLOW
TAN�MARKINGS�ON�HINDWING�AND�TIP�OF�FOREWING�
3HORT
DAY�FORM�HAS�UNDERSIDE�HINDWING�VEINS�WITH�HEAVY�GRAY

GREEN�OUTLINES��
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�FROM�- AR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��0LANTS�IN�THE�MUSTARD�FAMILY��" RASSICACEAE	�AND
CAPER�FAMILY��#APPARIDACEAE	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��' ENERALIST�
�NECTARS�FROM�MANY�SPECIES�OF
FLOWERS��SALVIA��MISTFLOWER��LANTANA��AND�MILKWEED�

���3�K�R�H�E�L�V���V�H�Q�Q�D�H���P�D�U�F�H�O�O�L�Q�D��
�&�+�(�&�.�(�5�(�' ���: �+�,�7�(

&! - ), 9�, 9#! %. )$! %���+ �D�L�U�V�W�U�H�D�N�V���	 ���% �O�X�H�V
, YCAENIDAE�IS�THE�SECOND
LARGEST�FAMILY�OF�BUTTERFLIES�WITH�CLOSE�TO�� �� � � �SPECIES�WORLDWIDE���4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � � �SPECIES
FOUND�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA��� � �OF�WHICH�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA��- EMBERS�OF�THIS�FAMILY�ARE�EXTREMELY�SMALL��LESS�THAN�� �� �
INCHES	�AND�POSSESS�INTRICATE�MARKINGS��HENCE�THEIR�NICKNAME�h' OSSAMER
WINGED�BUTTERFLIES�v�4HE�7 ESTERN�PYGMY�LUE�IS�THE
SMALLEST�BUTTERFLY�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA���� �
 ��� � v�WINGSPAN	�AND�IN�MANY�INSTANCES�CAN�BE�IDENTIFIED�BY�THIS�FEATURE�ALONE��- OST
SPECIES�IN�THIS�FAMILY�HAVE�UNIQUE�NATURAL�HISTORIES�AND�THEREFORE�REQUIRE�A�BIT�MORE�ATTENTION�THAN�hGENERALIST�SPECIES�v�WHICH
CAN�ADAPT�TO�DIFFERING�CONDITIONS�BY�USING�A�WIDE�VARIETY�OF�HOST�AND�NECTAR�PLANTS���
! N�INTERESTING�TREND�AMONG�THIS�GROUP�IS�THEIR�ASSOCIATION�WITH�ANT�SPECIES�WHEN�IN�THE�LARVAL�STAGE���2OUGHLY�� � � �OF�LYCAENIDS
RELY�ON�ANTS�AT�SOME�POINT�WHETHER�IT�S�FOR�FOOD��PROTECTION��OR�A�BIT�OF�BOTH���)N�RETURN�MANY�SPECIES�OF�LYCAENIDS�PRODUCE�A�SUGAR

RICH�HONEYDEW�FROM�PORES�IN�THEIR�SKIN�WHICH�ANTS�CONSUME��4HE�EXTENT�OF�EACH�SPECIES��INTERACTION�RANGES�FROM�MUTUALISTIC
�BOTH�ANTS�AND�BUTTERFLY�BENEFIT	�TO�PARASITIC��BUTTERFLY�BENEFITS�AT�THE�EXPENSE�OF�THE�ANT	��

3IZE��� �n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�MOST�COMMON�HAIRSTREAK�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA�AND
IN�GARDENS��AND�ONE�OF�THE�FEW�hGENERALISTv�HAIRSTREAKS��4HE
UPPER�SIDE�IS�BLUE
GRAY�WITH�A�LARGE�RED�EYE
SPOT�NEAR�THE�TAIL�ON
THE�HINDWING��4HE�UNDERSIDE�IS�LIGHT�TO�DARK�GRAY�WITH�A�RELATIVELY
STRAIGHT�WHITE�POSTMEDIAN�LINE��WITH�AN�ORANGE�BORDER��- ALE
ABDOMEN�IS�ORANGE�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�IN�SPRING�TO�LATE�FALL��
, ARVAL�0LANTS��+NOWN�TO�USE�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�IN�THE�PEA
�&ABACEAE	��MALLOW��- ALVACEAE	��BUCKWHEAT��0OLYGONACEAE	�
AND�BUCKTHORN��2HAMNACEAE	�FAMILIES��AMONG�MANY�OTHERS�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��' ENERALIST�
�NECTARS�FROM�MANY�SPECIES�OF�FLOWERS�
MISTFLOWER��LANTANA��MILKWEED��BUCKWHEAT��AND�KIDNEYWOOD��

���6�W�U�\�P�R�Q���P�H�O�L�Q�X�V��
�* �5�$�<���+�$�,�5�6�7�5�(�$�.



3IZE���� �n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�BLUE��MALE�WITH�A�PURPLE�TINGE�
FEMALE�WITH�NO�WHITE��4HE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�FOREWING�HAS
UNBROKEN�GRAY
BROWN�AND�WHITE�BANDS��4HE�VENTRAL�HINDWING�IS
ZEBRA�STRIPED�WITH�WHITE�AND�GRAY
BROWN�BANDS�WITH�A�SERIES�OF
SUBMARGINAL�CHEVRONS�AND�A�PAIR�OF�BLUE
BLACK�SPOTS�AT�THE�DISTAL
END�OF�THE�HINDWING�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�IN�SPRING�TO�LATE�FALL�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��! CACIA��! MORPHA��$ALEA��, OTUS��, YSILOMA��AND
0ROSOPIS��MESQUITE	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��. ECTARS�FROM�MANY�DIFFERENT�FLOWERS

���/�H�S�W�R�W�H�V���P�D�U�L�Q�D��
�0�$�5�,�1�(���%�/�8�(

3IZE���� �
 ��� � v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�WESTERN�PYGMY�BLUE�3MALLEST�BUTTERFLY�IN�. ORTH
! MERICA��)TS�UPPER�SIDE�IS�COPPER�BROWN�WITH�DULL�BLUE�AT�THE
BASES�OF�BOTH�WINGS��4HE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�HINDWING�IS�COPPER
BROWN�WITH�WHITE�AT�THE�BASE��FRINGE�IS�MOSTLY�WHITE��� �SMALL
BLACK�SPOTS�NEAR�BASE��ROW�OF�BLACK�SPOTS�AT�OUTER�MARGIN�
&LIGHT��&EB�n�$EC
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3ALTBUSH�SPECIES��! TRIPLEX	��AND�OTHERS�IN�THE
GOOSEFOOT�FAMILY��#HENOPODIACEAE	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��. ECTARS�ON�A�VARIETY�OF�FLOWERS�TYPICALLY�CLOSE�TO
THE�GROUND��! STERACEAE��)SOCOMA��- ELAMPODIUM��AND
4HYMOPHYLLA�

���%�U�H�S�K�L�G�L�X�P���H�[�L�O�H��
�: �(�6�7�(�5�1���3�<�* �0�<���%�/�8�(

3IZE���� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SURFACE�OF�THE�MALE�IS�BLUE�AND�DUSKY
WITH�BLUE�BASALLY�OF�THE�FEMALE��BOTH�SEXES�HAVE�TWO�OR�THREE�DARK
SPOTS�ON�THE�TRAILING�MARGIN�OF�THE�HINDWING��IN�ANAL�ANGLE	��4HE
UNDERSURFACE�OF�THE�FOREWINGS�HAVE�AN�ARCED�POSTMEDIAN�ROW�OF
FIVE�OR�SIX�PROMINENT�BLACK�SPOTS�RINGED�WITH�WHITE��4HE
HINDWINGS�HAVE�SMALLER�GRAY�AND�WHITE�SPOTS��BARS�AND�CHEVRONS�
WITH�BLACK�AND�SILVER�SPOTS��TWO�SMALL��ONE�LARGE	�IN�THE�ANAL
ANGLE�AND�SOMETIMES�WITH�PALE�ORANGISH�HALOS�
&LIGHT��&EB�n�$EC
, ARVAL�0LANTS��! CACIA�SP���! MORPHA�FRUTICOSA��! STRAGALUS
ARIZONICUS��$ALEA�SP���$ESMANTHUS��, OTUS��- IMOSA��AND�0ROSOPIS
SP�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�WIDE�VARIETY�OF�NECTAR�PLANTS�

���+�H�P�L�D�U�J�X�V���L�V�R�O�D��
�5�(�$�.�,�5�7�
�6���%�/�8�(



3IZE���� � �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�OF�THE�MALE�IS�LIGHT�BLUE�WITH�A
DARKER�NARROW�BORDER��FEMALE�S�IS�DARK�BROWN��OFTEN�WITH�BLUE
WING�BASES��4HE�UNDERSIDE�IS�GRAY��BOTH�WINGS�WITH�A�ROW�OF�DARK
POSTMEDIAN�DASHES��4HERE�ARE�TWO�EYESPOTS�AT�THE�DISTAL�END�OF
THE�HINDWING�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��! �VARIETY�OF�WOODY�LEGUMES�INCLUDING�ACACIAS�AND
MESQUITE�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�WIDE�VARIETY�OF�NECTAR�PLANTS�

���+�H�P�L�D�U�J�X�V���F�H�U�D�X�Q�X�V��
�&�(�5�$�8�1�8�6���%�/�8�(

4HE�2IONIDAE�FAMILY�IS�ONE�OF�THE�SMALLER�FAMILIES�AND�BELIEVED�TO�BE�QUITE�CLOSELY�RELATED�TO�, YCAENIDAE��WHICH�IS�WHERE�THEY
WERE�CLASSIFIED�UNTIL�RATHER�RECENTLY��4HERE�ARE�OVER�� �� � � �SPECIES�OF�METALMARK�WORLDWIDE��AND�OF�THIS�ONLY�� � �ARE�FOUND�IN�. ORTH
! MERICA��OF�WHICH�� � �OF�THESE�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA��4HIS�GROUP�GETS�ITS�NAME�FROM�THE�METALLIC
LOOKING�SPOTS�OFTEN
FOUND�ON�THEIR�WINGS��! LL�SPECIES�FOUND�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA�ARE�RELATIVELY�SMALL�AND�RANGE�FROM��� � � �n�� �� �INCHES�

&! - ), 9�2)/ $). )$ ! %���0 �H�W�D�O�P�D�U�N�V

3IZE���� � �TO�� v
$ESCRIPTION��3MALL��BROWN�BUTTERFLY�WITH�LIGHT�METALLIC�BANDS
ON�THE�TOP�AND�BOTTOM�OF�WINGS��3IMILAR�TO�THE�! RIZONA
METALMARK�BUT�POSSESSES�DARKER�MEDIAN�BANDS��" OTH�ARE
OFTEN�DIFFICULT�TO�DISTINGUISH�THOUGH�THE�FATAL�METALMARK�TENDS
TO�BE�MORE�COMMON�IN�GARDENS�AND�DISTURBED�HABITAT�
5 SUALLY�FOUND�INDIVIDUALLY�NECTARING�OR�SUNNING�ON�LOW
VEGETATION�
&LIGHT��! LL�YEAR��THOUGH�MOST�COMMONLY�IN�SPRING�TO�LATE�FALL��
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3EEPWILLOW��" ACCHARIS�SP�	��BRITTLEBUSH�
�%NCELIA�FARINOSA	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�INCLUDING
#ONOCLINIUM��)SOCOMA��' AILLARDIA��%RICAMERIA��AND�" ACCHARIS
AMONG�OTHERS�

���&�D�O�H�S�K�H�O�L�V���Q�H�P�H�V�L�V��
�)�$�7�$�/���0�(�7�$�/�0�$�5�.
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$ESCRIPTION��$ARK�BROWN�OR�GRAY�BUTTERFLY�WITH�A�COPPER�TINGE�
0ALMER�S�METALMARK�HAVE�MANY�SMALL�WHITE�SPOTS��SOME�FORMING
SUBMARGINAL�BANDS�AT�THE�MARGINS�OF�BOTH�WINGS��4HE�UNDERSIDE�IS
ORANGE�WITH�WHITE�SPOTS�AND�BLACK�SUBMARGINAL�SPOTS��$URING�FLIGHTS
AND�WITH�DECENT�NECTAR�AVAILABLE��THIS�SPECIES�CAN�BE�QUITE
COMMON�AND�SEEN�IN�LARGE�GROUPS��
&LIGHT��- ULTIPLE�FLIGHTS�FROM�! PR�n�. OV�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�IN�THE�&ABACEAE�FAMILY
INCLUDING�MESQUITES��
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�INCLUDING�" ACCHARIS�
%YSENHARDTIA��AND�- IMOSA��AMONG�OTHERS�

���$�S�R�G�H�P�L�D���S�D�O�P�H�U�L��
�3�$�/�0�(�5�
�6���0�(�7�$�/�0�$�5�.

&! - ), 9�. 9- 0( ! , )$ ! %���% �U�X�V�K�I�R�R�W�V
. YMPHALIDAE�IS�THE�LARGEST�FAMILY�OF�BUTTERFLIES�WITH�WELL�OVER�� �� � � �SPECIES�WORLDWIDE���4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � � �SPECIES�IN�. ORTH
! MERICA�AND�� � �OF�THESE�HAVE�BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA��- OST�SPECIES�IN�THIS�FAMILY�ARE�MEDIUM
SIZED�TO�LARGE��AND�BRIGHTLY
COLORED��7 HILE�THERE�ARE�A�NUMBER�OF�EXCEPTIONS��MOST�SPECIES�IN�THIS�FAMILY�HOLD�THEIR�WINGS�FLAT�WHEN�RESTING���4HE�FAMILY�GETS
ITS�NAME�FROM�THEIR�GREATLY�REDUCED�FRONT�LEGS��WHICH�POSSESS�A�BRUSH
LIKE�SET�OF�HAIR��)N�SOME�SPECIES�THE�FORELEGS�MAY�BE�ALMOST
NON
EXISTENT��AND�APPEAR�TO�ONLY�HAVE�� �LEGS��4HE�MOST�FAMOUS�MEMBER�OF�THIS�GROUP�IS�THE�- ONARCH�

3IZE��� �� � �n�� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HIS�SPECIES�GETS�ITS�NAME�FROM�THE�PROMINENT
ELONGATED�MOUTH�PART��LABIAL�PALPI	�AND�CAN�BE�IDENTIFIED
SOLELY�BY�THIS�CHARACTERISTIC�/ VERALL��THEY�ARE�A�WELL
CAMOUFLAGED�SPECIES�GIVING�THE�APPEARANCE�OF�A�DEAD�LEAF�
4HE�FOREWINGS�ARE�ELONGATED�WITH�SQUARED
OFF�WINGTIPS��4HE
DORSAL�WING�PATTERN�IS�ORANGE�WITH�WIDE�DARK�BROWN�BLACK
BORDERS�WITH�WHITE�SPOTS�
&LIGHT��$OUBLE�BROODED��- AY
*UN�AND�! UG��4HIS�SPECIES�IS
KNOWN�TO�BE�MIGRATORY��AND�DURING�LARGE�FLIGHTS�A�FEW
HUNDRED�TO�SEVERAL�THOUSAND�CAN�BE�SEEN�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��( ACKBERRY��#ELTIS�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING
! STERACEAE�

���/�L�E�\�W�K�H�D�Q�D���F�D�U�L�Q�H�Q�W�D��
�$�0�(�5�,�&�$�1���6�1�2�8�7
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$ESCRIPTION��4HE�MONARCH�IS�A�LARGE�ORANGE�BUTTERFLY�THAT�FLIES
WITH�ITS�WINGS�HELD�IN�A�hVv�SHAPE��4HE�WINGS�ARE�BRIGHT�ORANGE
SURROUNDED�BY�A�BLACK�BORDER�AND�COVERED�WITH�BLACK�VEINS�
4HE�BLACK�BORDER�HAS�A�DOUBLE�ROW�OF�WHITE�SPOTS��PRESENT�ON
THE�UPPER�SIDE�OF�THE�WINGS��! DULT�MONARCHS�ARE�SEXUALLY
DIMORPHIC��WITH�MALES�HAVING�NARROWER�WING�VENATION�AND�SCENT
PATCHES��4HE�BRIGHT�COLORING�OF�A�MONARCH�SERVES�AS�A�WARNING
TO�PREDATORS�THAT�EATING�THEM�CAN�BE�TOXIC�
&LIGHT��3PRING�AND�SUMMER�HOWEVER�CAN�BE�FOUND�ALL�YEAR�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��- ILKWEEDS��! SCLEPIAS�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��- ILKWEEDS��THISTLES��LANTANA

���' �D�Q�D�X�V���S�O�H�[�L�S�S�X�V��
�0�2�1�$�5�&�+
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$ESCRIPTION��1UEEN�BUTTERFLIES�ARE�ORANGE�OR�BROWN�WITH
BLACK�WING�BORDERS�AND�SMALL�WHITE�FOREWING�SPOTS�ON�ITS
DORSAL�WING�SURFACE��4HEY�HAVE�A�REDDISH�VENTRAL�WING
SURFACE�FAIRLY�SIMILAR�TO�THE�DORSAL�SURFACE��4HE�VENTRAL
HINDWINGS�HAVE�BLACK�VEINS�AND�SMALL�WHITE�SPOTS�IN�A
BLACK�BORDER�
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND
, ARVAL�0LANTS��- ILKWEED��! SCLEPIAS�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING�MANY
! STERACEAE�SPECIES��! SCLEPIAS�SPECIES��AND�, ANTANA
SPECIES�

���' �D�Q�D�X�V���J�L�O�L�S�S�X�V���W�K�H�U�V�L�S�S�X�V��
�4�8�(�(�1
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$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�BRIGHT�ORANGE�WITH�BLACK�MARKINGS���
BLACK
ENCIRCLED�WHITE�DOTS�ON�THE�FOREWING�S�LEADING�EDGE��5 NDERSIDE�IS
BROWN��FOREWING�WITH�ORANGE�AT�BASE��BOTH�WINGS�WITH�ELONGATED�
IRIDESCENT�SILVER�SPOTS�
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND
, ARVAL�0LANTS��0ASSIONFLOWER��0ASSIFLORA�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING�MANY�! STERACEAE
SPECIES��VERBENA��AND�LANTANA�

���$�J�U�D�X�O�L�V���Y�D�Q�L�O�O�D�H���L�Q�F�D�U�Q�D�W�D��
�* �8�/�)���)�5�,�7�,�/�/�$�5�<

( ! #+" %229�%- 0%2/ 2��! STEROCAMPA�CELTIS	
3IZE��� �� � ��n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�ORANG
ISH�BROWN��4HE�FOREWING�CELL�HAS��
SOLID�BLACK�BAR�AND�� �SEPARATE�BLACK�SPOTS���3IMILAR�TO�THE�EMPRESS
LEILIA�AND�HAS�� �SOLID��UNBROKEN	�CELLS�
&LIGHT��! PR�
�$EC
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3OLELY�ON�HACKBERRY��#ELTIS�SP�	
. ECTAR�0LANTS��3AP��ROTTING�FRUIT��DUNG��CARRION��7 ILL�TAKE�MOISTURE�AT�WET
SPOTS�ALONG�ROADS�AND�STREAMS�

���$�V�W�H�U�R�F�D�P�S�D���F�H�O�W�L�V��
�+�$�&�.�%�(�5�5�<���(�0�3�(�5�2�5

3IZE��� �n�� �� � v
$ESCRIPTION���4HE�PAINTED�LADY�IS�WIDESPREAD�AND�COMMON�THROUGHOUT
THE�5 3��3IMILAR�SPECIES�FOUND�IN�SOUTHEAST�! RIZONA�INCLUDE�7 EST�#OAST
LADY��6ANESSA�ANNABELLA	�AND�! MERICAN�LADY��6ANESSA�VIRGINIENSIS	�
4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�ORANGE
BROWN�WITH�DARKER�WING�BASES��FOREWING�WITH
BLACK�APEX�PATCH�AND�WHITE�BAR�ON�LEADING�EDGE��HINDWING
SUBMARGINAL�ROW�OF�� �SMALL�BLACK�SPOTS�AND�SOMETIMES�HAS�BLUE
SCALES��5 NDERSIDE�HAS�A�BLACK��BROWN��AND�GRAY�PATTERN�WITH�� �SMALL
SUBMARGINAL�EYESPOTS�
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND
, ARVAL�0LANTS��- ORE�THAN�� � � �HOST�PLANTS�HAVE�BEEN�NOTED��FAVORITES
INCLUDE�THISTLES��! STERACEAE	��HOLLYHOCK�AND�MALLOW��- ALVACEAE	��AND
VARIOUS�LEGUMES��&ABACEAE	�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�THOUGH�PREFERS�PLANTS�IN�THE
! STERACEAE�FAMILY��AND�MILKWEED��! SCLEPIAS�SP�	��AMONG�OTHERS�

���9�D�Q�H�V�V�D���F�D�U�G�X�L��
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$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�BROWN�WITH�� �ORANGE�CELL
BARS�AND�� �EYESPOTS�ON�THE�TOP�OF�THE�UPPER�FOREWING�
4HE�HINDWING�HAS�� �EYESPOTS��THE�UPPER�ONE�IS�THE
LARGEST�AND�CONTAINS�A�MAGENTA�CRESCENT��4HE�UNDERSIDE
OF�THE�HINDWING�IS�BROWN�OR�TAN��4HIS�SPECIES�OCCASIONALLY
EXPERIENCES�ERUPTIONS�AND�CAN�BE�ONE�OF�THE�MOST
COMMON�SPECIES�SEEN�WHILE�IN�OTHER�YEARS�MAY�BE�RATHER
UNCOMMON���3IMILAR�SPECIES�INCLUDE�THE�CLOSELY�RELATED
DARK�BUCKEYE��*UNONIA�NIGROSUFFUSA	�WHICH�IS�QUITE
SIMILAR�OVERALL�BUT�MUCH�DARKER�AND�LACKS�THE�PALE�TAN
FOREWING�BANDS�
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND
, ARVAL�0LANTS��4HE�LARVAE�FEED�ON�THE�LEAVES�OF�VARIOUS
LOW
GROWING�PLANTS�OF�THE�FAMILY�! CANTHACEAE��INCLUDING
! NISACANTHUS��*USTICIA��AND�2UELLIA�SPECIES�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�

���9�D�Q�H�V�V�D���J�U�L�V�H�D��
�* �5�$�<���%�8�&�.�(�<�(
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$ESCRIPTION��4HE�UPPER�SIDE�IS�BLACK�WITH�SMALL�WHITE�SPOTS�AND�SOME
RUSTY�RED�NEAR�THE�WING�BASES��4HE�HINDWINGS�HAVE�A�MEDIAN�BAND�OF
CREAM
COLORED�SPOTS�
&LIGHT��- AR�
�. OV
, ARVAL�0LANTS��4HE�LARVAE�FEED�ON�THE�LEAVES�OF�VARIOUS�LOW
GROWING
PLANTS�OF�THE�FAMILY�! CANTHACEAE��INCLUDING�DESERT�HONEYSUCKLE
�! NISACANTHUS�THURBERI	��! RIZONA�FOLDWING��$ ICILIPTERA�RESUPINATA	�
*USTICIA��AND�2UELLIA�SPECIES�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS�

���3�K�\�F�L�R�G�H�V���W�H�[�D�Q�D��
�7�(�;�$�1���&�5�(�6�&�(�1�7
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( ESPERIIDAE��MOST�COMMONLY�KNOWN�AS�hSKIPPERSv�FOR�THEIR�QUICK��DARTING�FLIGHT��COMPRISES�OVER�� �� � � �SPECIES��WITH�THE�GREATEST
NUMBER�OF�SPECIES�FOUND�IN�THE�TROPICS��4HERE�ARE�ROUGHLY�� � � �SPECIES�IN�. ORTH�! MERICA�AND�NEARLY�HALF��� � � �SPECIES	�HAVE
BEEN�RECORDED�IN�! RIZONA��- OST�SKIPPERS�ARE�SMALL�TO�MEDIUM�IN�SIZE��USUALLY�ORANGE��BROWN��BLACK��WHITE��OR�GRAY��! �FEW�HAVE
IRIDESCENT�COLORS��3KIPPERS�HAVE�LARGE�EYES��SHORT�ANTENNAE��OFTEN�WITH�HOOKED�CLUBS	��STOUT�BODIES��AND�THREE�PAIRS�OF�WALKING
LEGS��4HEIR�FLIGHT�IS�OFTEN�RAPID��MAKING�WING�MOVEMENT�APPEAR�BLURRED��! DULTS�OF�MOST�SPECIES�HAVE�LONG�PROBOSCISES�AND�FEED
ON�FLORAL�NECTAR��BUT�SOME�ALSO�TAKE�UP�NUTRIENTS�FROM�ANIMAL�DROPPINGS��- ALES�HAVE�SCENT�SCALES�FOUND�IN�MODIFIED�FOREWING
PATCHES��- ALES�OF�MOST�SPECIES�LOCATE�MATES�BY�PERCHING�THOUGH�SOME�PATROL��ESPECIALLY�IN�THE�OPEN
WINGED�SKIPPERS�

3IZE��� �n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��" LACK�AND�WHITE�CHECKERED��SPREAD
WING�SKIPPER�
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND
, ARVAL�0LANTS��3EVERAL�PLANTS�IN�THE�MALLOW�FAMILY��- ALVACEAE	�
INCLUDING�GLOBEMALLOW�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING�MANY�! STERACEAE
SPECIES��#ONOCLINIUM��, ANTANA��AND�! SCLEPIAS�

���%�X�U�Q�V�L�X�V���V�S����
�&�2�0�0�2�1���: �+�,�7�(���&�+�(�&�.�(�5�(�' ���6�.�,�3�3�(�5
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$ESCRIPTION��3MALL��ORANGE�SKIPPER��5 NDERWINGS�ARE�UNMARKED
GIVING�A�CLEAN�APPEARANCE�WHEN�PERCHED��5 PPERWINGS�HAVE
BLACK�EDGING�ON�THE�FOREWING�
&LIGHT��&EB�n�$EC�
, ARVAL�0LANTS��6ARIOUS�GRASS�SPECIES
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING�MANY
! STERACEAE�SPECIES��#ONOCLINIUM��, ANTANA��AND�! SCLEPIAS�

���&�R�S�D�H�R�G�H�V���D�X�U�D�Q�W�L�D�F�D��
�2�5�$�1�* �(���6�.�,�3�3�(�5�/�,�1�*



3IZE��� �n�� �� v
$ESCRIPTION��/ VERALL�COLOR�CAN�RANGE�FROM�YELLOW
TO�BROWN��BUT�GENERALLY�ORANGE�IN�APPEARANCE
WITH�SMALL�DOTS�ON�THE�UNDERSIDE�OF�THE�FORE�AND
HINDWING��! NTENNAE�ARE�SHORT�COMPARED�TO�OTHER
SPECIES��
&LIGHT��9EAR
ROUND��SEVERAL�BROODS
, ARVAL�0LANTS��' RASSES�INCLUDING��" ERMUDA�GRASS
�#YNODON�DACTYLON	��CRABGRASS��$ IGITARIA�SP�	��3T�
! UGUSTINE�GRASS��3TENOTAPHRUM�SECUNDATUM	�
AND�OTHER�GRASSES�
. ECTAR�0LANTS��5 SES�A�VARIETY�OF�PLANTS��INCLUDING
MANY�! STERACEAE�SPECIES��#ONOCLINIUM�
, ANTANA��AND�! SCLEPIAS�

���+�\�O�H�S�K�L�O�D���S�K�\�O�H�X�V��
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�&�K�H�F�N�H�U�H�G���: �K�L�W�H �3�R�Q�W�L�D���S�U�R�W�R�G�L�F�H
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�4�X�H�H�Q �' �D�Q�D�X�V���J�L�O�L�S�S�X�V���W�K�H�U�V�L�S�S�X�V

�3�D�L�Q�W�H�G���/�D�G�\ �9�D�Q�H�V�V�D���F�D�U�G�X�L

�* �U�D�\���%�X�F�N�H�\�H �-�X�Q�R�Q�L�D���F�R�H�Q�L�D
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�&�R�P�P�R�Q���: �K�L�W�H���&�K�H�F�N�H�U�H�G���6�N�L�S�S�H�U�3�\�U�J�X�V���V�S��
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